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Minister: Rev Jeff Hughes    Tel: 201 1883 
          E-Mail prentonurcminister@virginmedia.com 

 

Church Website: prentonurc.org.uk 
Any information, pictures or articles for the website should be sent to 
Philip Roper at phil.e.roper@btinternet.com      

       

Church & Community Activities during school term time 

Monday     1st Tranmere Rainbows, Brownies 
    & Guides     5.00 p.m. 

Tuesday 

Wednesday Coffee Morning          10.30 a.m. 

Thursday Dance Class           10.00 a.m.  
 Dance Class     4.30 p.m. 

Friday 

Saturday Dance Class     9.00 a.m.  
   
 

Donations towards the cost of the magazine would be appreciated. 
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MAKING ALL THE DIFFERENCE 

Our services throughout January have focussed on whole-life 
discipleship and, in particular, the Frontlines we find ourselves in as 
Christians in our everyday lives. 

Being a Christian in a world where people are largely indifferent or 
even hostile to the Gospel can put pressure on Christians, particularly 
when they try to be a witness in their Monday to Saturday lives. That’s 
when we can often feel ill prepared, unequipped or in danger of being 
seen as strange. 

So, how do we change from being ‘church goers’ on a Sunday into 
effective ‘disciples’ throughout the week? Well, as we journey 
together over the next couple of years, it is my hope that by making 
small changes, one degree at a time, we will become better prepared 
and equipped to be witnesses to the gospel in ways that aren’t 
strange or off-putting but are natural and helpful, particularly Monday 
to Saturday. 

Part of the secret to achieving this goal is by changing the way we see 
ourselves as Christian disciples. Let me give you an example. 

I received a card before Christmas, it wasn’t a Christmas card as such 
but did include a greeting. The main thrust of the letter was the 
person letting me know how their health was still deteriorating but 
hoping that I was making a good recovery after Covid and thanking me 
for the Advent booklet and my ongoing ministry.  

It was a nice letter to receive. It was a heartfelt letter and it 
encouraged me and made me feel that I was making some difference. 
One thing struck me though, in it this person described themselves as 
‘useless.’ 

As far as I was concerned this description couldn’t be further from the 
truth because this person has written to me more times than anyone 
else, and whenever I received a letter from them, it usually coincided 
with a time of crisis for me. Those occasions when I’ve felt a failure, 
asked myself ‘what’s the point’ and have wanted to give up my 
ministry and go and work for Tesco or some such. 

This small thing from somebody ‘useless’ made all the difference in 
the world to me at the time I needed it. 

I don’t want you all to start writing letters, but I do want this to be an 
encouragement to you. You too might feel that you can’t do anything 
or that your contribution doesn’t matter. 

If nothing else, over the next two years of our journey into whole life 
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discipleship, I want you to know that there is something you can do 
and that you matter and that your contribution can make all the 
difference in the world, even if that is the world of just one other 
person. 

I hope 2022 will be filled with more hope than last year and that we 
can grow together as we seek to serve each other and God’s purpose 
in our church and at our frontlines. 

God bless. 
Jeff 

 

NEWS OF THE CHURCH FAMILY and FRIENDS 

Whilst on a short break in Yorkshire, after Christmas, Anne Foulkes 
was taken ill and spent several days over the New Year in Harrogate 
Hospital. She is now back home and making steady progress with her 
recovery and it was good to see her in Church on Sunday. Fred is being 
a great help looking after Anne and as we all know Fred enjoys 
cooking, but housework??!! 

Glennie Mortimer is still in the Iris ward in Clatterbridge Hospital 
following a fall at home in December. Marian has spoken to her on the 
telephone and she sends her love. 

Dylis Letchford is suffering with sciatica and is hoping that she will 
soon be back on her feet because she is missing our Church fellowship. 

Les Bayley is back home recovering from his surgery for a fractured 
hip.  

Donna Birks is “under the weather” and is undergoing tests at the 
hospital. 

Michael Tudor fell down the stairs at home and is “battered and 
bruised” but otherwise alright. 

John Hulse has unfortunately contracted the Covid virus. We wish him 
a speedy recovery.  

On Sunday 23rd January we said goodbye to Mary who has finished her 
studies at Liverpool University and is returning home to Ghana. 

We remember in our prayers all the above and other members and 
friends and in particular those who are not at the present time, able 
to join us on a Sunday morning: Jeanette Adams, Iris Hatton, Jo 
Johns, Margaret Lloyd, Nora McGrath and Mary Segar. 

THANK YOU so much to all my friends at Prenton for their concern 

and messages of sympathy on the death of my sister Barbara. It made 
me realise what a blessing our fellowship at Prenton really is. 
Thank you,  
Shelby. 
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IMPORTANT CHURCH MEETING on 6th February 2022 

We have all felt the effects of Covid-19 in our lives to one extent or 
another, and our church at Prenton, has not been exempt from these 
effects too. 

The income from the use of the halls and the general giving through 
the freewill offerings and loose collection have fallen, whilst our 
expenditure has remained fairly constant. 

The premises have suffered the effect of lockdown too and have 
deteriorated physically due to the reduced use, leaving some areas in 
urgent need of attention. Income from the hire of our rooms 
disappeared, resulting in a big drain on our reserves and coupled with 
a reduction in our own giving to the church through the weekly 
offerings, it has put our finances in a precarious situation. Though I 
am so grateful for those members of the fellowship who have 
maintained their regular giving. 

Contributions from the hall users have not yet recovered to pre-
pandemic levels and our regular giving has not rebounded fully, 
putting further pressure on our day-to-day finances. 

The cost of maintenance and ministry during this time has not reduced 
much, the only reduction being the cost for utilities. Standard charges 
have still been made along with all other costs of possessing and 
maintaining the church buildings and grounds. 

The Elders have reviewed our financial position and have instructed 
me to write to advise you of the seriousness of the situation.  

Our giving falls a long way short of the cost of Maintenance of the 
Ministry and our overall income falls far short of our outgoings. If 
circumstances continue in this direction our reserves will last no more 
than 12 to 18 months. 

Our Maintenance of the Ministry quota to the URC for 2022 is 
£20,366.00 which equates to approximately £410.00 per member and 
our other costs are estimated to be in the region of £16,000 for the 
year (£320.00 per member). 

We need to take some serious action and make some difficult 
decisions in order to see what we can and should do to combat this 
situation.  

The future of the church in Prenton is our responsibility and will be 
the main item on the agenda at the Church Meeting in February. 
Please make every effort to attend. 

The meeting will start at 12.15 p.m., following the church service on 
6th February 2022. May I remind you that it is the responsibility and 
duty of each church member to be involved in the decision making of  
the church so please make every effort to attend. If you are unable to 
attend, please pass on your apologies to the church meeting via the 
secretary. 
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I know everyone faces financial pressure, but can I please ask you to 
prayerfully consider a further increase in your regular giving or 
perhaps making a donation. 
God bless, 
Jeff 

 

THE CHALLENGE 

With the Government announcing that the majority of the Covid-19 
restrictions will be lifted from the 27th of January, will we be 
creating a new “normal” life or are we hoping that we will be 
returning to the pre-pandemic way of life? 

In the letter “From the Manse” and in the article on the next Church 
Meeting, we are being challenged in our ways of doing things, so are 
you ready to take up the challenge? 

As soon as I read the articles, three hymns immediately came into my 
mind and they are - 

Onward! Christian Soldiers (by Sabine Baring-Gould) 

Like a mighty army 
Moves the Church of God; 
Brothers, we are treading 

Where the saints have trod; 
We are not divided, 

All one body we, 
One in hope and doctrine, 

One in charity. 
 

Fight the good fight (by John Samuel Bewley Monsell)  

Fight the good fight with all thy might; 
Christ is thy strength and Christ thy right; 

Lay hold on life, and it shall be 
Thy joy and crown eternally. 

 
One more step along the world I go (by Sydney Carter) 

Round the corner of the world I turn, 
More and more about the world I learn; 

All the new things that I see 
You’ll be looking at along with me: 

And it’s from the old I travel to the new; 
Keep me travelling along with you. 

Editor 
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CHRISTMAS 2021 

Many thanks to everyone who helped decorate the 
Church for Christmas. It really looked very festive. 

A special Thank You to Erin for putting the star on the 
top of the tree, and to Fred for providing refreshments 
in the form of tea, coffee and biscuits. 
Anne 
 

THANK YOU 
We would like to thank you all for your support, cards, messages and 
prayers after Les’ accident. He is doing well and moving better so is 
pleased with the progress. Thanks too for the beautiful flowers. 
Jean & Les 
 

FABRIC REPORT 

Thank You to all who have donated or pledged money to our Hall Chair 
Re-Upholstery Fund and our Treasurer, Pauline, will be delighted to 
accept your contribution. We are still £400 short of our target but we 
have paid a £300 deposit and the balance will be due to be paid by 
mid-February. 

In our hall, four strip lights have blown so these will need replacing 
with LED lights as soon as possible. There will be an additional cost 
because we will need scaffolding to accomplish this job.  

I have to say “Sorry” to our eldest member, Joyce Mann, who got 
locked in the Disabled Toilet due to the lock not being screwed in 
tight enough after the door was painted. However, my trusty 
screwdriver did the trick and we released her!!  

The main church gates and lower gate have been removed to be 
cleaned up, painted and fixed so that they close properly. I believe 
this work is being done through an anonymous donation and we thank 
that person very much for their generous donation. 

There are many other jobs, some major, that will have to wait to be 
completed. 
Fred (The Convenor) 
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“THANK YOU” are two small words of gratitude which mean so much 

to the recipient as well as the giver. 

I am of the generation that wrote Thank You letters for birthday and 
Christmas presents. This was before everyone had a telephone and the 
modern technologies of “faxes”, “e-mails”, “texts” and “Zoom” which 
seem to be the way of acknowledging anything these days. Letter 
writing is a dying art! 
 

A new year is the time to say “Thank You” to those people who have, 
for the last 18 months, kept our Church “alive” in very difficult 
circumstances, particularly when we were in “lockdown” and since we 
have been able to open our Church doors again at the end of June 
2021.  
I am therefore saying Thank you, on your behalf, to – 

  Our Minister and his wife for their Ministry. 

  The people who took part in the weekly services which were 
recorded so that people could “tune in”. 

 The people who produced a paper copy of the services which were 
 then delivered, by more people, to the homes of members and 
friends who did not have access to the internet. 

 Our Elders for their pastoral care and their response to requests for 
help with shopping, collecting prescriptions, ferrying people to 
appointments and going out of their way to make life easier for 
those of us who were “isolating”. 

 Our Church Secretary and Church Treasurer who kept the “Church 
Office” open. 

 Members and Elders who distribute flowers to those who are ill or 
bereaved; arrange the rotas for cleaning the Church, Pulpit supply, 
Prayers of Intercession and the Church flowers. 

 The many people who have responded to the requests for help 
with the painting of the hallway between the Church and the East 
Room and the “Autumn” clear up of the Church gardens.  

 Since the Church has re-opened we thank all the people who have 
conducted our services when Jeff was poorly as well as the 
Sundays when he is at Wallasey Village. 

 Our services are enhanced by those who Meet and Greet us at the 
door (and take our temperatures!), read the lessons, deliver the 
Prayers of Intercession, lead our singing accompanied by our 
delightful organist and ensure that the heating is on when needed. 

If I have left anyone out, I do apologise but please consider yourself 
thanked. We are indebted to you all. 
Margaret 
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LENT STUDY – A PASSION FOR CHRIST. 

Commencing 1st March 2022, Jeff will be hosting a Lent study ‘A 
passion for Christ’ by Michael Baughen., via zoom. 
 

Based on Paul’s letters to the Corinthians, it reveals how passionate 
Paul was for Christ, for knowing Christ, for the Church of Christ and 
for everyone to follow and serve Christ. Paul’s own personal comfort 
was of secondary importance. He was more than willing to follow his 
Lord even if this meant much personal suffering. 
 

Most of us live lives of plenty, comfort, and choice, so what does it 
mean for us, to share the ‘sufferings of Christ’? 
 

Over six studies, we will consider how, as followers of Christ, we can: 
 share in the sufferings of Christ 
 be a Church marked by love and holiness 
 share the hope of the gospel 
 shine the light of Christ's glory 
 use suffering as a personal testimony 
 give our lives as a living sacrifice to Christ 
 
The booklet costs £4.99 which can be used in the study sessions or for 
your own personal use. Please let me know if you would like a copy. 

The link for the zoom meeting is here: 
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/89521452593?pwd=TCtHNDJyV3lGWVpONS
9mUnhYdDNzdz09 
Meeting ID: 895 2145 2593 
Passcode: 816324 

 
 

 

The Vicar was visiting a new parishioner when he noticed her parrot. 

It had a red ribbon tied around one leg, and a 
blue ribbon round the other. “I like your parrot,” 
said the Vicar, “but what are the ribbons for?”  

“They are to do with my faith, Vicar,” replied 
Miss Pringle. 

“How do you mean?” asked the cleric. “Well 
when my faith feels strong, I pull the red ribbon, 
and the parrot sings ‘Onward Christian Soldiers”, 
and when my faith is weak, I pull the blue ribbon 
and the parrot sings ‘Abide with me’. 

“Interesting,” said the Vicar. “What happens 
when you pull both ribbons?” This time the parrot replied: “I fall off 
my perch, you idiot.” 
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TO: THE SISTERS IN MY LIFE 

We are living in a special time. We have been wondering if there 
were similar situations in the Bible that would be comforting. These 
women came to mind. 

Be a Sarah: Age doesn’t matter. Trust and believe that all things are 
possible in God’s perfect time and season. 

Be a Rebekah: Never forget that true Beauty lies within. Draw all 
your loved ones closer to God through your Christ-like character. 

Be a Rahab: Whatever the conditions or circumstances, believe in the 
power of God’s word. Give your best to Him and He will remember 
you and your household. 

Be a Ruth: Loyal in all your relationships, walk the extra mile, and 
don’t quit when things get tough. Someday you’ll see why it was all 
worth the effort. 

Be a Hannah: Never cease to pray. It will never be in vain. 

Be an Abigail: Remember how each decision can turn your life around 
for good or bad. Be wise. 

Be an Esther: Bold and courageous, to stand for the truth, to voice 
your opinion and fight for the good of others, even when it means to 
sacrifice yourself. If God has put you in a position, it is for a purpose. 
Never be afraid to hear the inner voice. 

Be a Mary: Humble and submissive. You don’t have to be great for 
God to use you, you just need to obey. 

Be an Elizabeth: Never doubt what God can do. He is the God of 
many miracles. 

Be a Mary Magdalene: Never let mistakes or the judgements of other 
people stop you from experiencing the joy of God. 

Be a Lydia: Let your homes be open, let your hands be generous, let 
your hearts be big enough to help anyone in need. Joy is greatest 
when shared. 

Be a Dorcas: Use your talent, however small it may seem. It can put a 
smile on someone’s face and be a blessing to many. 

In order to stay strong, we must adjust to the new situations as 
quickly as possible. So, the best thing we can do is trust in God for 
everything. 

Christine Price 
Supplied by Barry Lawrence. 

 

“May the blessing of the Lord our God rest upon you day by day; 
May He keep and guide you every step of the way; 

And may you know His peace deep within your heart, 
And may His love control all you do and say.” 

Supplied by Barbara Jones who thinks that this Hymn,  
Number 1093 in Mission Praise, makes a lovely prayer 
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TAKE TIME 

 Take time to think; it is the source of power. 

 Take time to read; it is the foundation of wisdom. 

Take time to play; it is the secret of staying young. 

Take time to be quiet; it is the opportunity to seek God. 

Take time to be aware; it is the opportunity to help others. 

Take time to love and be loved; it is God’s greatest gift. 

Take time to laugh; it is the music of the soul. 

Take time to be friendly; it is the road to happiness. 

Take time to dream; it is what the future is made of. 

Take time to pray; it is the greatest power on earth. 
 

A little boy opened the big old family Bible with fascination, peering 
at the ancient pages as he turned them. 

Then something fell out of the Bible and he picked it up and looked at 
it closely. It was an old leaf from a tree that had been pressed in 
between pages. 

“Mum, look what I found!” the boy called out. 

“What have you got there, dear?” his mother asked.  

With astonishment in his voice the young boy answered: 
“I think it’s Adam’s suit!” 

From a Bucket of Surprises, J.John and Mark Stibbe, Monarch Books 
 

 

THE BEATITUDES  (Matthew 5: 3 – 12) 

My United Reformed Church in Taunton, down in sunny Somerset, is 
known as Paul’s Meeting (House) and is the oldest Nonconformist 
place of worship in the town. It was original built in 1662 and 
redesigned in 1797. The interior is a typical Congregational Church 
with a centre pulpit above the Communion Table but not as high as 
the balcony which is on three sides. 

The Minister can gain access to the pulpit through a door at the back 
of the pulpit and up some steps from the Vestry or up the steps to the 
right of the Communion Table. To either side on the wall behind the 
pulpit are two beautiful ornate plaques. To the left of the pulpit is 
“The Lord’s Prayer” and to the right “The Beatitudes”.   

So, sitting in the congregation one could read them and no-one would 
know if you were looking at the preacher or these two plaques!! 

Our Minister in the 1950’s was a theologian with a Master’s degree 
from St Andrew’s University, so as an 8-year-old there were occasions 
when I could not understand his sermons and my eyes wandered to the  
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Beatitudes. Over time, I learnt them off by heart and could recite 
them!! 

Recently, when looking for something else, I came across this 
“adaptation” of the Beatitudes, which I hope will make you smile.  

 

“Beatitudes for the Aged” 

 Blessed are they who understand 
 My faltering step and palsied hand. 

 Blessed are they who know my ears today 
 Must strain to catch the things they say. 

 Blessed are they who seem to know 
 My eyes are dim and my wits are slow. 

 Blessed are they who look away 
 When coffee was spilt on the table today. 

 Blessed are they with a cheery smile, 
 Who stop to chat for a little while. 

 Blessed are they who never say 
 “You’ve told that story twice today.” 

 Blessed are they who know the way 
 To bring back memories of yesterday. 

 Blessed are they who make it known 
 I’m loved, respected, and not alone. 

 Blessed are they who ease the days 
 On my journey home in loving ways. 
 

 
Margaret 
      
 
 
 
 
 


