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Minister: Rev Jeff Hughes    Tel: 201 1883 
          E-Mail prentonurcminister@virginmedia.com 

Church Website: prentonurc.org.uk 
Any information, pictures or articles for the website should be sent 
to Philip Roper at phil.e.roper@btinternet.com         

Church & Community Activities during school term time 

Monday     1st Tranmere Rainbows, Brownies 
         & Guides     5.00 p.m. 

Tuesday 

Wednesday Coffee Morning          10.30 a.m. 

Thursday Dance Class           10.00 a.m.  
 Dance Class     4.30 p.m. 

Friday 

Saturday Dance Class     9.00 a.m.  
  

 

Donations towards the cost of the magazine 
would be appreciated. 

 
 

Items for the August & September 2022 
Magazine required on Sunday 17th July. 
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JUBILATÉ! 

„Jubilee‟ is the word of the moment as this year we will celebrate 
the 70th anniversary of the Queen‟s succession to the throne and the 
50th anniversary of the United Reformed Church. Whether 
republican or royalist, there is no doubt of the Queen‟s dedication to 
the role of monarch, her faithfulness as a servant to our country and 
the Commonwealth, and her faith in God and reliance on Jesus as 
her Saviour. 

On the occasion of her 90th birthday a book was published, „The 
servant Queen and the God she serves‟ which highlighted her faith in 
God as the main motivator in her life as both an individual and in her 
role as monarch.  

And, whether Presbyterian, Congregationalist or Churches of Christ, 
the United Reformed Church has served as „home‟ for many 
Christians from the Reformed family who have sought to live out 
their relationship with God in their local communities and in the 
world. But these Jubilees shouldn‟t just be a cause of celebration 
but also a cause of reflection. 

When God set up the People of Israel in the Promised Land, after he 
had allotted each tribe a piece of that land, He established a Year of 
Jubilee every 50 years. During that year people would be released 
from their debts, slaves would be freed, property returned to its 
owners, and the land left fallow. 

The start of the year commenced on the Day of Atonement, Yom 
Kippur, with a blast of a ram‟s horn. And, if the Day of Atonement 
signified a time of repentance and forgiveness, then Jubilee is all 
about restoration. 

It‟s a lesson we could all learn in the world we live in and in the 
church we serve. There are many in the world today who need to be 
released from debt, many who need freedom from all sorts of 
slavery, we need to be reminded that the earth belongs to God who 
has put us here as stewards and the church is to serve His purposes, 
not ours. 

As we celebrate the Queen‟s Jubilee and the 50th anniversary of the 
URC, let‟s pray for those in leadership that they will take the 
example of Queen Elizabeth as being one of self-sacrifice rather than 
self-serving, and let us, as part of the URC, seek ways in which we 
can restore the roots of our Reformed heritage, to see that the word 
„reform‟ as being a reshaping into what God originally intended 
rather than a reforming into something different.  
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And let us all, as stewards of all God has given us, be more 
responsible towards one another and the environment in which we 
live, seeking ways to repent, forgive and 
restore. 
I hope you get an opportunity to enjoy the 
celebrations and holidays in this Jubilee Year. 

God Bless. 
Jeff. 

 

NEWS OF THE CHURCH FAMILY and FRIENDS 

We remember in our prayers all our members and friends, and in 
particular those who are unable to join us on a Sunday morning: 
Jeanette Adams, Harry Bradley, Iris Hatton, Jo Johns, Dylis & 
John Letchford, Margaret Lloyd, Nora McGrath and Mary Segar. 

Congratulations to Elaine Parkin on her retirement from the NHS, 
for whom she has worked for most of her adult life. That‟s loyalty 
Elaine, enjoy your retirement!! 

Marian’s House Telephone, for some reason, does not always record 
messages or show who has phoned. So, if she is out, please try again 
later, as she may not know that you are trying to contact her. 
Alternatively, you could try e-mailing or texting, if you are able to. 

THE SECOND WEDNESDAY IN A MONTH 
Following all the “lockdowns”, we have re-started the monthly Mid-
Week Communion service on the second Wednesday in the month 
and from June we will be re-commencing the Mid-Week meal as 
well, following the Communion service.  

Everyone is welcome to come to the Coffee Morning, stay for the 
Communion service and then lunch, or just come for one or two of 
them. We look forward to seeing you. 

 

GOD LOVES A GENEROUS GIVER 

Whenever I hear of a disaster, I am obviously shocked and anxious, 
as anyone would be, but then there is some sense of relief when I 
hear that it has taken place in some other country. When I think that 
way, what usually follows the relief is a sense of guilt. Why is it less 
of a tragedy just because it‟s in another country? I think it is a 
deficiency in me, but I suspect others are deficient in this area too. I 
call this my „tribalism‟, that thing within me that chooses one group 
above another, and whether we like it or not most of us suffer from 
it.  

Which of us wouldn‟t chose our loved ones over another‟s; which of 
us wouldn‟t chose our children and grandchildren over other‟s?  
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Who among us faced with two house fires, one in our own home and 
one in our neighbours, wouldn‟t choose to save our own family first 
only then to see if we could help our neighbour? 

As a Scouser, I‟m well aware of the rivalry between the cities of 
Liverpool and Manchester but they become allies when it comes to 
the rivalry between Britain and France. Our tribalism is fluid and 
fickle depending on the circumstances and we need to recognise it 
for what it is. And to one degree or another, this tribalism exists in 
all of us but, as Christians, it is something we need to try to counter. 
Paul said, “Do nothing from rivalry or conceit, but in humility count 
others more significant than yourselves. Let each of you look not 
only to his own interests, but also to the interests of others.” 

As the financial crisis bites deeper and we‟re faced with having to 
make choices, some between heat and eat, there is a danger that 
our tribalism will take precedent over this Christian imperative, and 
we will be tempted to look after number one. Charities, both home 
and abroad, are struggling to raise funds due to the coronavirus 
restrictions, falling donations, and increased demand. 

I am proud that our nation has always been a nation of generous 
givers. We‟ve seen that in recent times through Captain Sir Tom 
Moore raising money for the NHS, the money raised to support 
families made refugees by the war in Ukraine, and through Deborah 
James, recently made a Dame for her efforts to raise funds towards 
bowel cancer awareness. And I believe, that regardless of faith 
belief, our nation has been shaped by some strong Christian 
principals based upon looking towards the needs of others. 

As we face our own financial pressures, I‟d like you not to lose sight 
of the crises that still rage around the world causing some not to 
choose between heat and eat but between life and death. 

So, let‟s maintain Christlike generosity in every way we can 
remembering that it‟s not what we give that God counts but rather 
what we hold back. 
God Bless. 
Jeff 
 

   
         

             There‟s a new diet 
                      that is all the rage. 

         You can eat all you 
           see of everything  
             you don‟t like. 
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For every problem 
under the sun, 

there is a solution 
or there is none. 

If there‟s a solution 
go and find it, 
if there isn‟t 

never mind It. 



 

DIARY FOR JUNE 2022 

Wednesday 1st  10.30 a.m.   Coffee Morning 

Thursday 2nd    QUEEN ELIZABETH II PLATINUM 

     JUBILEE WEEKEND 

Sunday 5th  11.00 a.m.   Holy Communion. Rev Jeff Hughes 

      Ordination & Induction of Elders 

      Church Meeting 

Wednesday 8th  10.30 a.m.   Coffee Morning 

   11.45 a.m.   Mid-Week Communion 

   12.15 p.m.   Mid-Week Lunch 

Sunday 12th  11.00 a.m.   Mr Bernie Frost 

Wednesday 15th  10.30 a.m.   Coffee Morning 

Thursday 16th  2.00 p.m.   Elders' Meeting 

Father's Day      

Sunday 19th  11.00 a.m.   Rev Jeff Hughes 

Wednesday 22nd  10.30 a.m.   Coffee Morning 

Sunday 26th  11.00 a.m.   Mr Ron Taylor 

Wednesday 29th  10.30 a.m.   Coffee Morning 

 
A Date for your Diary 
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OPEN HOUSE 

Jeff and Heather are hosting an  

Open House & Garden at the Manse  

on Saturday August 20th 2022  

from 2 p.m. to 6 p.m. 
Refreshments will be served during the 

afternoon. 
We hope as many of you as possible will be 
able to join us in celebrating the start of 
another year of ministry at Prenton and 

Wallasey Village. 
You are all welcome 

  



DIARY FOR JULY 2022 
 

Saturday 2nd  9.30 a.m.  Church Garden Tidy Up followed by   

   12.00 noon  Fred's Bacon Butties & Tea & Coffee  

Sunday 3rd  11.00 a.m.  Holy Communion. Rev Jeff Hughes  

   1.00 p.m.  Church Picnic at Thurstaston  

Wednesday 6th  10.30 a.m.  Coffee Morning  

Sunday 10th  11.00 a.m.  Dr Geoff Meyer  

Wednesday 13th  10.30 a.m.  Coffee Morning  

   11.45 a.m.  Mid-Week Communion  

   12.15 p.m.  Mid-Week Lunch  

Friday 15th  7.00 p.m.  Masonic Ladies  

Sunday 17th  11.00 a.m.  Mrs Marian Davies  

Wednesday 20th  10.30 a.m.  Coffee Morning  

Sunday 24th  11.00 a.m.  Mr Ron Taylor  

Wednesday 27th  10.30 a.m.  Coffee Morning  

Sunday 31st  11.00 a.m.  Mr Ray Craig  

       

There was once a young lad who went to church regularly with his mum and dad 

and always liked to put his own money in the collection. One week his mum and dad  

couldn’t go, so he went to church by himself, remembering to put his collection safely 

in his pocket. As he sat in his pew that morning, he was joined by a lady who was 

there for the first time.    

       When the time came for the offertory to be taken, the lady opened her handbag and 

it became obvious she couldn’t find her purse. She became quite flustered, checking 

all her pockets, but, no purse. The young lad noticed her problem and thought she 

might be embarrassed when the collection plate came around, and he was very 

concerned.       

       So, he quickly turned to the lady and said, “Here, you take my money and put it on 

the plate and I’ll hide under the pew. I’m only small so they won’t see me." This was  

all done so quickly that the lady could only follow instructions.  

       At the end of the service, she thanked the boy and smiling, promised she would 

certainly come again and remember to bring her collection.  

       The young lad had somehow realised how essential it is to make visitors feel at home 

and, also as part of our life to give, not only money, but kindness in whatever way we 

are able.       
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The Spring “Look Out” from Mersey Synod and Jeff‟s letter reminded 
me that it will be 50 years in October since the inauguration of the 
United Reformed Church by the Union of the Congregational Church 
in England and Wales and the Presbyterian Church of England. 
The Service of Thanksgiving was held in Westminster Abbey on the 
5th October 1972 and my father was privileged to attend that 
Service. 

The first hymn on the Order of Service was a hymn translated by J M 
Neale (1818-66) from 7th century Latin and the tune is “Westminster 
Abbey” adapted from an anthem by Henry Purcell (1659-95). 

To me it encompasses all our hope for the Church, its life and 
especially “Unity” which is very appropriate to the occasion. 

Blessed city, heavenly Salem, 
Vision dear of peace and love, 
Who, of living stones upbuilded, 
Art the joy of heaven above: 
We, with all thy holy people, 
Glorious to thy glory move. 
 

Christ is made the sure foundation, 
Christ the head and corner-stone, 
Chosen of the Lord and precious. 
Binding all the Church in one; 
Holy Zion’s help for ever, 
And her confidence alone. 
 

All that dedicated city, 
Dearly loved of God on high, 
In exultant jubilation 
Pours perpetual melody; 
God, the One in Three, adoring 
In glad hymns eternally. 
 

To this temple where we call thee, 
Come, O Lord of Hosts, today; 
With thy wonted loving-kindness 
Hear thy people as they pray; 
And thy fullest benediction 
Shed within its walls for aye.

Here vouchsafe to all thy servants 
What they ask of thee to gain, 

What they gain from thee for ever 
With the blessed to retain, 
And hereafter in thy glory 

Evermore with thee to reign. 
 
The same hymn was used at the Unifying Assembly of the Re-Formed 
Association of Churches of Christ and the United Reformed Church at 
Central Hall, Birmingham on the 26th September 1981. My father was 
at that meeting and service too!! 
Margaret Meade 
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THE FARMER’S PRAYER 

Old Tom is a farmhand who works on the land 
From the cry of the cockerel each morn. 
He lives in the cottage and sleeps on the bed 
Where his Dad and his Grandad were born. 

He‟s not one for thinking. He can‟t read or write 
Though he‟s happy and gives of his best. 
But lately he‟s taken to waking at night 
With a problem that won‟t let him rest. 

“Dear Lord” he will say as he tosses and turns, 
“Can it be that I‟m suffering from greed? 
The wireless goes on about folks being poor 
While I‟ve got much more than I need. 

There‟s folks has to travel for hundreds of miles 
„Cos they needs a break every year, 
While I‟m quite contented to stay where I am 
With me pipe and me baccy and beer. 

Now some folk do need them infernal machines 
To get all their laundering done. 
But I‟ve got a stream where the water runs clear 
And me washing dries nice in the sun. 

There‟s folk spending money on freezers and things 
To keep all their food at its best, 
While I get my milk from old Daisy the cow 
And eggs fresh each day from the nest. 

Then what of them folks who has to buy cars 
If they‟m needing to go anywhere 
While me and old Dobbin can jog down the lanes 
And breathe in the fresh country air. 

Dear Lord, it ain‟t my fault you blessed me so much 
And made me so happy and free, 
But please help them poor folks so weighed down with care 
And make them all rich folk like me”. 

Anon 
 

What do you think of when you think of religion? Church? Prayers? 
Hymns? Boring sermons or something more positive? 
The word itself comes from the Latin word religare. It means to bind 
together, in the way broken bones heal. It might also be where we 
get the word “ligament” from, and ligaments play a major role in 
holding the various parts of our body together. 
Whatever it has come to mean, the original intention was that it 
would bring good-hearted people together, that it would heal the 
brokenness in the world, and support the body that is mankind. 

Supplied by Marian Davies 
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ROTAS FOR JUNE 2022 

 Duty Elder    
 June 5th  Fred Foulkes  
  12th  Elaine Parkin  
  19th  Pauline Green  
  26th  Sue Jones  
      
      
 Communion Elders  
 June 5th  Jean Bayley & Pauline Green 

      
 Door Duty     
 June 5th  Shelby Ambrose, Joyce Holland, Barry Lawrence 

  12th  Jean & Les Bayley, Joan Bradley 

  19th  Sue Jones, Glyn Roper, Philip Roper 

  26th  Pauline Green, Margaret Higson, Barbara Jones 

     

      
 Readers     
 June 5th  Pam Lawrence & Glyn Roper 

  12th  Philip Roper & Barry Lawrence 

  19th  Joan Bradley & Marian Davies 

  26th  Joyce Holland & Shelby Ambrose 

     

      
 Prayers of Intercession  

 June 5th  Philip Roper  
  12th  Sue Jones  
  19th  Barry Lawrence  
  26th  Jean Bayley  
      
      
 Church Flowers    
 June 5th  Nora McGrath  
  12th    
  19th  Joan Lawrence  
  26th  Jo Johns  
      

      
 Sound System    
 June 5th  Heather Hughes  
  12th  Marian Davies  
  19th  Elaine Parkin  
  26th  Marian Davies  
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ROTAS FOR JULY 2022 

 Duty Elder    

 July 3rd  Jean Bayley  
  10th  Shelby Ambrose  

  17th  Elaine Parkin  
  24th  Pauline Green  
  31st  Fred Foulkes  
      
 Communion Elders  
 July 3rd  Shelby Ambrose & Fred Foulkes 

      
 Door Duty     
 July 3rd  Barry Lawrence, Maureen Makin, Elaine Parkin 

  10th  Jean & Les Bayley, Barbara Jones 

  17th  Joan Bradley, Glyn Roper, Philip Roper 

  24th  Shelby Ambrose, Margaret Higson, Joyce Holland 

  31st  Barbara Jones, Sue Jones, Barry Lawrence 

      
 Readers     
 July 3rd  Pam Lawrence & Pauline Green 

  10th  Fred Foulkes & Glyn Roper 

  17th  Jean Bayley & Barry Lawrence 

  24th  Philip Roper & Joan Bradley 

  31st  Marian Davies & Joyce Holland 

      
 Prayers of Intercession  
 July 3rd  Brian Woodhouse  
  10th  Claire Thomas  

  17th  Pauline Green  
  24th  Sue Jones  
  31st  Philip Roper  
      
 Church Flowers    
 July 3rd  Michael Tudor  

  10th  Joyce Holland  
  17th  Joan Bradley  
  24th  Jean Bayley  
  31st  Barbara Jones  
      
 Sound System    

 July 3rd  Heather Hughes  
  10th  Elaine Parkin  
  17th  Marian Davies  
  24th  Marian Davies  
  31st  Elaine Parkin  
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